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Message from the President General 
 

Fellow Members of the Order, 

 

 Greetings fellow members of the Order of the Crown of Charle-

magne in the United States of America!  It is my honor and pleasure to 

lead our Order as its fifteenth President General.  I thank my immediate 

predecessor Barry Howard for his leadership.  In this issue of our News-

letter you will see a brief biography of our new Genealogist General Na-

than Murphy.  Nathan has accepted the job knowing full well that he 

must fill a very large pair of shoes left by our beloved Past President and 

many years’ Genealogist Tim Beard.  As accurate genealogy is the hall-

mark of our Order, Nathan’s job is central to the maintenance of its pres-

tige and sterling reputation.          

   I hope that you all read the two paragraphs printed on the back of the invi-

tation to last year’s annual meeting and banquet.  In case not, we repeat them here:   

  The Order of the Crown of Charlemagne was organized in the United States on 

January 1, 1939 by the Baron Marcellus D.R. von Redlich, its first President General.  It is an 

independent patriotic lineage society named in honor of Charles the Great (742-814), King of 

the Franks, and crowned the first Holy Roman Emperor by Pope Leo III at Saint Peter’s in 

Rome on Christmas Day in the year 800.  The Order is named after an ancient European noble 

and chivalric order instituted by Charlemagne in 802 A.D., and by tradition maintained by his 

descendants without great interruption down through the centuries.      

 Upon the death of Baron von Redlich in 1946, the noted genealogist Dr. Arthur Adams 

became the second President General of the Order.  Dr. Adams wrote the Forward to Baron von 

Redlich’s seminal Pedigrees of Some of the Emperor Charlemagne’s Descendants, Volume I, 

published in 1941.  Dr. Adams’ words include: “It has been said that a proved line of descent 

from Charlemagne is the supreme achievement in genealogy.  The working out of a descent 

from the great progenitor of European royalty, for practically all the royalty of Europe descend 

from him, gives one a cross-section of the whole scope and sweep of mediaeval and modern 

history to be gained in hardly any other way.”        

 We repeat these words here because they encapsulate many of the most important as-

pects of membership in our Order.  Nobility, history, Christian heritage, and genealogical accu-

racy.  Membership in our Order confers a distinction upon us that can be truly considered a 

badge of honor.  It thus behooves us to demand that the standards of our membership process 

be maintained.  Genealogy in the 21st century continues as a work in process, and as we said 

earlier, Nathan’s is a heavy responsibility that we all should appreciate.   

  Once again next April we shall meet in the elegant surroundings of Washington’s 

Metropolitan Club thanks to the generous sponsorship of Past President General Nicholas 

Ward.  I look forward to seeing many of you there in 2017.     

 

Charles Neuhauser       

President General,  

Order of the Crown of Charlemagne in the United States of America 



 

2016 Lecture:  

The Metropolitan Club of Washington 

A Social History with an Emphasis on the Role of Hereditary  

Societies in its Early Development 

By 

Nicholas Donnell Ward  

 On October 1, 1863, six men met in 

the Library of the Treasury Department in 

Washington, D.C.  to discuss the formation 

of a social and literary club. They were suc-

cessful and the Metropolitan Club of Wash-

ington was the result.  This event may be 

unique in the annals of clubdom for these six 

men were all government employees, alt-

hough some with impressive backgrounds. 

John Lorimer Graham 1797-1876 was a 

prominent member of the New York Bar, a 

former Postmaster of New York and a mem-

ber of the Saint Andrews Society of the City 

of New York. He was a member of the coun-

sel team that successfully defended Repre-

sentative Daniel Sickles in a trial for the 

murder of Philip Barton Key II. Sickles had 

murdered Key in Lafayette Square for adul-

tery with Sickles wife and Sickles plea of 

temporary insanity for the murder was ac-

cepted by the Court.   Graham was on spe-

cial assignment with the Treasury.  J. Smith 

Homans, 1807-1874, author of A Cyclopedia 

of Commerce and Commercial Navigation 

(1859) was a clerk in the Treasury. Samuel 

Yorke Atlee, 1800-1895, had been the Li-

brarian at the Treasury Department since 

1844. He had been born in Philadelphia and 

had served as Secretary of State in Michi-

gan.  Samuel H. Kauffman, 1829-1906, was 

born in Wayne County, Ohio. After working 

as a telegraph clerk he became a publisher 

and newspaper editor in Zanesville, Ohio. In 

1861 he came to Washington, and in the 

words of his obituary “was intrusted with 

many important Government duties and en-

joyed the confidence of Secretary [of the 

Treasury] Chase.” He later became famous 

as one of the three buyers of the Evening 

Star Newspaper and President of the late 

Corcoran Gallery of Art. Augustine Edwards 

was a second confidential clerk in the office 

of the Secretary of the Treasury. Edward Jor-

dan was the Solicitor of the Treasury and 

was chosen as the first President of the Club. 

 The Daily National Intelligencer re-

ported on October 13, 1863, on the for-

mation of the Club 

  “The new Literary and 

Social Club of this city has been organized 

under  the name of the ‘Metropolitan.’ It is 

intended that every branch of the Govern-

ment shall be represented in it, although 

urged at first by gentlemen of the Treasury 

only. No place in the country has more need 

than Washington of such an association, 

there being no resort in our city for gentle-

men of literary or scientific tastes, while 

there are collected here a large number of 

well educated and intelligent persons em-

ployed in the  several Departments.” 

In this regard it should be noted that 

the Cosmos Club was not founded until 

1878 and the Army Navy Club founded only 

in 1886. 

In 1863 the Treasury Department was 

the largest single government agency in  



 

Washington with 1,025 civilian employees, 

including 135 female workers, so the found-

ers had a fertile field and a ready market. 

They each agreed to pay $ 50 and seek 

around 50 members to get the Club going.  

They also found rental quarters at 15th and H 

Streets northwest. By December the Club had 

74 members.  The Club has had five sites and 

six buildings during its existence but these 

sites have all been on H Street.  Originally the 

Club had a president, a secretary and 24 gov-

ernors. At one time in the 19th century the 

governors held office for life, a feature also 

once found in certain oligarchic hereditary 

societies. The original term of office ended in 

November, as it still does, when around a 

dozen or so members vote for three governors 

to serve for five years and which governors 

elect their officers from among themselves. 

Since there has not been an actual meeting of 

the members held in the last umpteen years 

the oligarchical style has not yet been van-

quished from the Club. We refer to the elec-

tion as the selection of the politburo. 

Another salient point in connection 

with the founding of the Metropolitan Club is 

that, while founded during the late unpleas-

antness, it was not founded in reaction to the 

inaction of the older clubs in not taking a 

strong position in support of the preservation 

of the union. The Union Club of Boston, the 

Union League Clubs of New York, Philadel-

phia, Cleveland and Chicago were founded in 

reaction to the established clubs not expelling 

their secesh members during the war or not 

being sufficiently pro-union. The Metropoli-

tan Club was founded simply to provide an 

agreeable venue for the displaced men who 

had come to Washington to support their gov-

ernment. 

The selection of the name Metropolitan 

is curious. None of the Club histories has ev-

er offered an explanation, other than to sug-

gest that the name was a popular device with 

organizations aspiring to a city-wide scope of 

activity. One history even erroneously sug-

gested that “As a social organization, howev-

er, there has existed only one Metropolitan 

Club.” But ownership of the name was held 

by a men’s dancing club 1847-1856 of that 

name and Metropolitan Club, No.1 its contin-

uation which held grand cotillions 1859-

1861. Notwithstanding our Club’ s being a 

creature of Yankee bureaucrats the advertise-

ments for staff in the 1860s reflect a more 

generally then held societal view; thus 

“wanted a white waiter, very competent, good 

wages,” January 21, 1865 and “wants a fire-

man (colored man)” February 1865. One of 

the early successful evenings took place in 

February 1865 when “The first Fine art soiree 

of the Metropolitan Club was held Saturday 

evening, the 15th instant. The occasion was 

graced by the presence of a large number of 

ladies. In addition to the social attraction of 

the evening, the company enjoyed the exhibi-

tion of a fine gallery of paintings and statuary 

of the club. The spacious apartments of the 

clubhouse were brilliantly lighted, and the 

pictures were displayed with rare taste and 

effect.”  Among the artists Emanuel Leutze 

and Frederick Kensett were featured promi-

nently. 

The early Club had a host of subscrip-

tions to foreign periodicals and journals and 

American newspapers the cost of which com-

prised 6% of its budget. 

Among the more well know men who 

joined in the early Club were Brig. Gen. Ely 

S. Parker, a full blooded Seneca Indian and 

military secretary to General Grant, Senator 

Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, a member 

of the Massachusetts Society of the Cincin-

nati, Gustavus V. Fox, Assistant Secretary of 

the Navy, and George W. Riggs of “Riggs 

Bank” who during the Mexican War at the 

firm of Corcoran and Riggs floated the gov-

ernment bonds to finance the war with Mexi-

co 1846-48. General Grant himself then  



 

joined while General-in-Chief.  In the style 

of the 18th century English clubs the Metro-

politan put the stewardship into the hands of 

a private contractor, although the Club 

bought the cigars and liquor that was sold. 

Duel responsibility lead to poor oversight. 

The tradition of the Christmas Fund was 

started at this time to assist the staff.   

After the war the membership fell off, 

notwithstanding that among the members 

were several heads of agencies and Supreme 

Court Justices. Thus with 200 names on the 

list but of which 97 would be delinquent the 

club folded its doors in November 1867. The 

Evening Star reported 

 “The winding up of the affairs 

of the Metropolitan Club of this city, which 

will probably be completed at a meeting of 

its members tonight, may be regarded as 

pretty conclusively establishing the fact that 

this feature of life in all the larger cities of 

the world cannot flourish in Washington.” 

On December 2, 1872, ten men gath-

ered at 1617 Eye Street, NW, residence of 

George W. Riggs and reformed the Club, 

which has now had a continuous existence 

since then. Four of them had been members 

of the original Club and were joined by such 

luminaries as Admiral David Dixon Porter, 

General William Tecumseh Sherman and 

William Wilson Corcoran, an early Presi-

dent, who as a Southern sympathizer had sat 

the war out in Europe. At this time many of 

the Union gentlemen of the blade joined the 

Club as well as the Military Order of the 

Loyal Legion of the United States in as much 

as the Metropolitan Club was the only real 

game in town and membership in the Legion 

was a badge of respectability among Repub-

licans.  This accounts for so many men in 

blue coats in the portraits. But the Club was 

more neutral than appears because in addi-

tion to Corcoran, an early president, General 

W. F. H. “Rooney” Lee, son of General Rob-

ert E. Lee, became a member in due course 

as well as Jefferson Davis’s personal physi-

cian, Dr. Alexander Y. P. Garnett. William A. 

Gordon, Jr. left Georgetown in 1862 to serve 

in the Confederate Army as an engineer and 

lieutenant. He returned after the war, was 

pardoned on August 8, 1865, then practiced 

law with his brother, next elected to the Met-

ropolitan Club on December 13, 1881, and 

became President of the Georgetown Assem-

bly in 1888.  Additionally counsel on both 

sides of the Lincoln murder trial of the con-

spirators became members of the Club.  

Some well-known men who were ad-

mitted to the Metropolitan Club before 1900 

and who were also members of the Sons of 

the Revolution or the Society of Colonial 

Wars, hence “the Warriors” or both include:  

Maj. Gen. Henry Tur[e]man Allen, Com-

manding the Army of Occupation in Germa-

ny after the Great War, elected to the Metro-

politan in 1892 and the Sons in 1893; Bvt. 

Gen. Nicholas Longworth Anderson, Colo-

nel of the 6th Ohio Vol. Inf. in the Western 

armies, elected to the Metropolitan in 1891 

and the Sons in 1889; Maj. Gen. Absalom 

Baird, Adjutant General of the army, elected 

to the Metropolitan in 1881 and Colonial 

Wars before 1897; RADM Samuel Rhodes 

Franklin, Superintendent U.S. Naval Obser-

vatory 1884/5, C-in-C European Station 

1885-97, elected to the Metropolitan in 1880 

and the Sons before 1904; Gaillard Hunt, 

Chief, Division of Manuscripts at the Library 

of Congress, elected to the Metropolitan  in 

1894 and the Sons in 1890; Brig. Gen. Oscar 

Fitzalan Long, when a 2nd Lt. was award a 

Medal of Honor for his services in the Battle 

of Bear Paw Mountain in 1877, elected the 

Metropolitan in 1884 and the Sons in 1891; 

Brig. Gen. Charles Laurie McCawley, Quar-

termaster of the Marine Corps 1913-1924, 

elected to the Metropolitan 1889 and the 

Sons in 1890;  John Edgar Reyburn, Mayor 

of Philadelphia 1907-1911 and Member of 

the House of Representatives, elected to the  



 

Metropolitan 1890 and the Sons in 1892;  

and Brig. Gen.  William Beatty Rochester, 

Jr., Paymaster General of the U.S. Army 

1882-1890, elected to the Metropolitan in 

1882 and the Sons before 1904. 

 It should not be surprising that many 

members of the Metropolitan Club should 

join such sodalities as the Sons and the War-

riors or that the Sons and the Warriors 

should join the Metropolitan Club. The cen-

tennial in 1875 created a demand in some 

quarters for a reconnection with the nation’s 

colonial past and founding.  Many of these 

men were from the same stratum of a society 

who held these interests. The Sons was 

founded on December 3, 1889, at the resi-

dence of Lt. Cdr. Theodorus Bailey Myers 

Mason by six men, four of whom were 

members of the Metropolitan Club. Two of 

the four, Mason and Hopkins, were also to 

become members of the Warriors, founded 

at the residence of Admiral Francis Asbury 

Roe on May 3, 1893, by eight men, of whom 

two were members of the Metropolitan 

Club. The generally stag meetings of the 

Sons and Warriors, as well as those of the 

Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the 

United States and the Aztec Club of 1847, 

the Military Society of the Mexican War, 

provided similar venues for male gatherings 

to enjoy the three “C”s, namely companion-

ship, commemoration and consumption. 

The Metropolitan Club did not operate a din-

ing room for a number of years because of 

the presence of Wormley’s Hotel across the 

street. In the 1880s the Club was re-

incorporated and the members determined to 

build their own clubhouse, which lasted un-

til it burned down in 1904. The present club-

house, in which we are sitting, was complet-

ed in 1908, on the same site as the 1880s 

burned out clubhouse.  Larz Anderson, a 

member of the Club since 1891 and succes-

sor to his father, Nicholas, in the Society of 

the Cincinnati, gave over $ 11,000 for work 

on the Anderson Room on the second floor 

named after his father, Nicholas Longworth 

Anderson. You will recall that Larz’s house 

on Massachusetts Avenue opposite the Cos-

mos Club is the headquarters of the Society 

of the Cincinnati.  The Metropolitan Club 

toward the end of 1922 purchased property 

to the West along H Street which was called 

the Annex. This property provided space for 

bedrooms and a ballroom which could be 

rented. The property was eventually sold in 

1945. It was leased back for a couple of 

years and then abandoned as structurally un-

sound. The present bar on the second floor 

of the present clubhouse was converted from 

a lounge in 1941.  The Grill Room on the 

ground floor, where we had cocktails, was 

converted from once a billiard room and 

then rented out to a brokerage firm and then 

a members’ grill in 1953.       

   Originally this building had a modest 

library on the third floor, where there are 

presently bed rooms. The space where the 

library is now located at the end of the hall 

outside the Red Lounge, where we are now, 

was an open deck. In 1911 it was filled in 

with the present library. In recent years the 

Club has developed squash courts, a lap 

swimming pool and a somewhat facetiously 

named “health” department. 

The Metropolitan Club had around 

500 members in the early twentieth century 

from which it has grown to over 1500 resi-

dent and 700 nonresident members today. 

In the first quarter of the twentieth 

century the Club continued to attract mem-

bers who were inclined to join the hereditary 

societies, including some of the better  

known members:  Maj. Gen. U.S. Grant, III, 

elected to the Metropolitan in 1930 and the 

Colonial Wars; Gilbert Grosvenor, Editor of 

the National Geographic Magazine 1899-

1954 and President the Society 1920-1954, 

elected to the Metropolitan in 1916 and the  



 

Sons after 1920; Maj. Gen. William “Billy” 

Mitchell, Director of the Air Service, U.S. 

Army, elected to the Metropolitan 1917 and 

the Sons in 1920; John Lowe Newbold, Presi-

dent, Merchants Transfer and Storage compa-

ny, elected to Metropolitan in 1909 and the 

Sons in 1915; Armistead Peter, Jr. and 

Armistead Peter, III, of Tudor Place , 

Georgetown, D.C. elected to the Metropolitan 

in 1907 and 1925 and the Sons in 1893 and 

1920 respectively; Newbold Noyes, Sr., As-

sociate Editor of the Evening Star newspaper, 

elected to the Metropolitan  in 1912 and the 

Sons  in 1920; Duncan Clinch Phillips, Jr., 

founding director of the Phillips Collection, 

elected to the Metropolitan in 1923 and the 

Sons after 1920. 

The Club struggled during prohibition 

and the depression, as well might be imag-

ined, but came through, continuing to expand 

its membership. Today it is one of the few re-

maining town clubs with a significant waiting 

list. 

 As with any major urban club the Met-

ropolitan Club has evolved from a men’s 

town club into a co-ed facility, women first 

being admitted in 1989 and blacks having 

been admitted in 1978. In this transformation, 

the Governors of the Metropolitan Club fi-

nessed the matter by just admitting the black 

Bishop and the daughter of a member be-

cause they felt the time was just about right, 

unlike the Cosmos Club which held seminars 

on the matter of the so-called woman’s issue 

leading up to an annual meeting when a fa-

vorable vote was taken. The joke at the time 

was that such an issue was not a big deal for 

the Union League of Philadelphia when their 

big angst in the recent past was over whether 

the club should admit Democrats. All the 

time it has continued to attract the leaders in 

business, the professions, and government, 

executive, judicial and legislative. It has a 

tradition of inviting the sitting president to 

become a member, a courtesy not extended to 

Woodrow Wilson, no doubt because of his 

highly unclubable intolerance for the Prince-

ton eating clubs against which he inveighed 

in vain. Such boorish behavior, however, has 

not yet compelled Princeton to remove his 

name from its premises. What is remarkable 

however, is that with no less than three pub-

lished club histories nary a word is stated as 

to any social connections the members have 

had with any other kind of social organiza-

tions save for a country club or two or anoth-

er town club, notwithstanding the rather large 

number of Metropolitan Club members who 

have been members of the Society of the Cin-

cinnati, The Sons of the Revolution and the 

Society of Colonial Wars. Since the Club is 

very anxious to have our business for such 

extravaganzas such as tonight’s festivities, it 

seems a little disingenuous for the Club not to 

acknowledge that many of its members have 

enjoyed and continue to enjoy their participa-

tion in hereditary and historical societies and 

have for more than 100 years. But it is worse 

than that. Several years ago the Society of 

Colonial Wars acquired a long land Tower 

musket, also known as a Brown Bess com-

plete with bayonet, and placed it on indefinite 

loan to the Metropolitan Club. The objects 

were placed in a case and hung below the 

Hogarth picture on the south wall of the bar 

over a credenza. The credenza was removed 

to facilitate the placing of another table in the 

bar. Then someone knocked the case down. 

The Club decided to remove the gun and 

place it in a dark hallway on the third floor 

where it resides today. All this without notice 

to the Society of Colonial Wars. The some-

what feckless Society has done nothing to 

correct this situation. The Metropolitan Club, 

however, needs to be reminded of the long 

association its members have had with such 

organizations as the Warriors and realize how 

much enriching it is for the Club members to 

have these memberships. Those relationships 

started some time ago. 



 

 Did you know that Hamilton Fish, a 

Secretary of State, who became a member in 

1873/4 is unmentioned in the club history as 

having been President General of the Society 

of the Cincinnati from 1854 until 1896. Two 

other President Generals were members, 

namely Reuban Grove Clark, Jr., President 

General from 1986 to 1989, became a mem-

ber on February 1, 1956, and Frederick Lori-

mer Graham, President General from 1992 to 

1995, was elected on June 7, 1995.The signif-

icant role of the Anderson family in building 

and refurbishing their eponymous room is 

acknowledged, but that is about all. For many 

years an anonymous member of the Society 

of the Cincinnati held a luncheon in the An-

derson Room for many of the leaders of the 

General Society of the Cincinnati during 

meetings of the General Society. 

But consider this, by 1935 no less than 

four past presidents of the Metropolitan Club 

were members of the Sons of the Revolution , 

namely,  Admiral George Dewey, Admiral 

John Grimes Walker, Woodbury Blair and 

Charles Carroll Glover, Jr.  Admiral Walker 

was also a past president of the Sons.  Many 

past presidents of the Sons were members of 

the Metropolitan Club, namely, Green Clay 

Goodloe, Archibald Hopkins,  Henry Clay 

Taylor, Francis Preston Blair Sands, Freder-

ick Wolters Huidekoper, Maj. Gen. Leonard 

Wood,  and  Henry May. General Wood was 

also Governor General of the Society of 

Mayflower Descendants. Many past Gover-

nors of the Warriors were members of the 

Metropolitan Club, namely Walter Wyman, 

Gardiner Greene Hubbard, Frederick Walters 

Huidekoper. Thomas Hyde, Cdr Richard Gra-

ham Davenport, Frederick  Louis Huidekoper 

and Nevil Monroe Hopkins.  Of the four 

members of the Metropolitan Club who went 

down with the Titanic, Archibald Willingham 

Butt and Clarence Moore were members of 

the Society of Colonial Wars. In the 1920s 

the Sons of the Revolution held its Annual 

Meeting in the Metropolitan Club Annex. 

The Society of Colonial Wars has been hold-

ing its Annual Meeting in the Metropolitan 

Club for around 25 years and the Sons of the 

Revolution have been holding its Mess Din-

ner at the Club most years since 1978. Over 

the years countless members of the Metropol-

itan Club have been members of the Sons, 

Warriors, Mayflower and other hereditary so-

cieties. Thus it was natural for Colonial Gov-

ernors and the Order of the Crown of Charle-

magne to hold their annual events here. The 

Armorial Ancestors held one meeting here 

but as it was on a Sunday, when the Club is 

closed, and the expense was thought too ex-

traordinary to continue in future years. 

But the fairly high rate of participation 

in the life of the Metropolitan Club by mem-

bers of such sodalities as the Sons and the 

Warriors tells us just a little bit more about 

just who these gentlemen were who put this 

Metropolitan Club on the map and I think we 

all may feel just a little more reassured that 

we are not congregating amidst of a bevy of 

par venues. 

 Lastly I should turn to the question our 

President General asked me when he request-

ed me to speak tonight, namely, “Would 

Charlemagne have joined the Metropolitan 

Club?”   I believe he probably would because 

of the large interest the members of the Met-

ropolitan Club have in matters of government 

and the military. I only hope that if he did he 

would not black ball the rest of us. 

Nicholas Donnell Ward  is  Past President Gen-

eral of the Order of the Crown of Charlemagne in the 

USA.  He is the son of Frances Xavier and Sarah D. 

Ward and was born in NY City. Mr. Ward earned his 

A.B. at Columbia University in New York City. He 

then completed his graduate work at Georgetown 

University Law Center, earning an LL.B. 

_____________________ 



 

Charlemagne's "Iron Crown" 
(also known as the Iron Crown of Lombardy) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Iron Crown of Lombardy is both a reliquary and one of the oldest royal insignia of Chris-

tendom. 

 

It was made in the Early Middle Ages, consisting of a circlet of gold fitted around a central iron 

band, which according to legend was beaten out of a nail of the True Cross. 

 

The crown became one of the symbols of the Kingdom of the Lombards and later of the medie-

val Kingdom of Italy. It is kept in the Cathedral of Monza, outside Milan. 

 

The Iron Crown is so called because it was believed to contain a one centimeter-wide band of 

iron within it, said to be beaten out of a nail used at the crucifixion of Jesus. The outer circlet 

of the crown is made of six segments of beaten gold, partly enameled, joined together by hing-

es. It is set with twenty-two gemstones that stand out in relief, in the form of crosses and flow-

ers.  

 

According to tradition, the nail was first given to Emperor Constantine I by his mother St. Hel-

ena, who had discovered the True Cross. Helena supposedly cast one nail into the sea to calm a 

storm, another was incorporated into a diadem and then mounted into Constantine's helmet, an-

other was fitted to the head of a statue of the Emperor, and a fourth was melted down and 

molded into a bit for Constantine's horse.  Constantine understood the value of these objects in 

diplomacy; several were sent off to various dignitaries, one of whom was Princess Theodelin-

da. She used her nail as part of her crown, the famous ‘Iron Crown of Lombardy’. 

 

Theodelinda, the queen of the Lombards, resided at Monza, converting the Lombards to Chris-

tianity. Theodelinda supposedly donated the crown to the Italian church at Monza, where it was 

preserved. 

 

 According to another tradition reported by the historian Valeriana Maspero, the helm and the 

bit of Constantine were brought to Milan by Emperor Theodosius I, who resided there, and 

were exposed at his funeral, as described by St. Ambrose in his funeral oration De obituu The-

osdosii. Then, as the bit remained in Milan (where it is currently preserved in the cathedral), 

the helm with the diadem was transferred to Constantinople, until Theoderic the Great, who 

had previously threatened Constantinople itself, claimed it as part of its right of the king of  

 

(continued on page 14) 



 

OCC  Application and Document Scanning Project 

 

Begun on August 27, 2013, the Application Scanning project began under President Barry Howard and con-

tinued through the term of Charles Neuhauser ending March 3, 2016 - scanning 2715 applications and 

proofs.  They were backed up on a Flash Drive, a Remote hard drive and presently only the Registrar and the 

Corresponding Secretary have copies.  Applications and their proofs after that point    (2716) to the present 

are being scanned by Tracy Crocker. 

 

Suggestions would be welcome as to where other copies might be needed – perhaps the Treasurer.  We do 

need a secure place to preserve those records. 

 

Each application had to be examined, put in chorological order, often removing staples, cutting to tailor fix 

the 8 ½ x 11 format, and duplicates applications removed, while early application forms needed to be sliced 

open.    

 

While I handled all the preparation, colleague Dean Gilbert actually entered every application with proofs 

into the scanner, checking the scans for errors, and backing up the files.  The applications and their proofs 

were shredded on site by a local company in August 2015 with the last shredding completed in February 

2016. As a result of Tim’s house being sold, we were fortunate that Dean found a small local rental room en-

abling us to complete the project.  After Tim died, I was fortunate that Charles Neuhauser was able to ob-

serve what we were doing which was very helpful. 

 

Finally, the help and cooperation received from Barry Howard, Charles Neuhauser, Hardy Johnson, Dianne 

Robinson, Laurie Aldinger, and Tracy Crocker was most appreciated throughout the project.  We thank you 

all. 

 

Sutherland McColley 

Dean Gilbert  

_____________________________________________________________ 

A Sad Farewell 

Past President General (2003-2006) Richard Harley Calendine passed 

away on June 17, 2016 in Vero Beach, Florida.  President Calendine was 

born on October 25, 1939 in Parkersburg, West Virginia.  He graduated 

from West Virginia Wesleyan College with a BA in psychology and 

business,  subsequently receiving a Master’s Degree in Psychology from 

the Ohio State University.  Richard spent his working years in higher ed-

ucation in Ohio before retiring to Florida.  He is survived by his wife 

Georgeann to whom he was married for 51 years.   Richard achieved the 

Order of the Arrow as Eagle Scout.  He also was a Deacon and Ruling 

Elder in his Presbyterian Church.  Richard was most active in the genea-

logical, historic and patriotic community.  Besides his Presidency of our 

Order, he also was a senior officer in the National Society of Americans 

of Royal Descent, the Order of Three Crusades, and the Order of Ameri-

cans of Armorial Ancestry among many others.  We remain grateful for 

President Calendine’s service to the Order of the Crown of Charlemagne, 

and send our sympathy to the members of his extended family.  



 

In Memorium 
Number Name      Deceased Date 

  1169  Mr. Robert Needham HENDRY, Jr.  2016 - March 5 

  1997  Mr. Joseph Rich PROCTOR, Jr.  2016 - February 5 

  1197  Mrs. John Emack DUVALL, Sr.  2016 - April 2 

  2767  Mr. Henry Terry MORRISON, Jr.  2016 - April 16 

  2277  Mr. Jack Paul BESS, Jr.   2015 - October 3 

  1848  Mrs. David Cohen PHILLIPS   2015 - November 7 

  1770  Mrs. Maxwell Edward  HUNT   2015 - November 20 

  2303  Mrs. Paul Francis DAVIS   2015 - November 1 

  0749  Mrs. Hans BIELENSTEIN   2015 - May 18 

  1739  Dr. John Marks  TEMPLETON, Jr.   2015 - May 16 

  0777  Mr. Hans Henrik August BIELENSTEIN  2015 - March 8 

  2436  Mr. Samuel Lysles FREELAND  2015 - March 2 

  2294  Mr. Henry Colwell Beadleston LINDH  2015 - July 3 

  0522  Mr. H. Mitchell SCHMIDT   2015 - July 19 

  2354  Mrs. John Howard SACKS   2015 - February 22 

  0352  Mr. Timothy Field BEARD   2015 - February 13 

  2178  Mrs. Frederick Fuller KELLOGG, Jr.  2015 - December 6 

  1196  Dr. Herbert Ernest KLINGEHOFER  2015 - December 31 

  1480  Mrs. Melvin Simpson FALCK   2014 - September 8 

  1702  Mrs. Gerard LeStrang COOK   2014 - September 11 

  0563  Mrs. Burton Elmer QUANT   2014 - October 16 

  1337  Mr. Matthew Hilt MURPHY   2014 - November - - 

  2424  Mrs. Robert Branson HOBBS   2014 - May 7 

  1614  Mr. Louis Oswell ABNEY   2014 - May 23 

  2435  Mr. Charles Lloyd DINSMORE, Jr.  2014 - May 10 

  1164  Mrs. Lloyd Franklin WHEELER  2014 - March 9 

  2376  Mrs. James Raymond MCDANIEL, Jr. 2014 - February 26 

  0332  Mr. Brian Gwaltney Westwarren MACLAMROC  2014 - February 19 

  1989  Mr. Harold Frank ORDWAY, Jr.  2014 - February 18 

  1714  Mrs. Polly Jane  STATHAM   2014 - December 29 

  1700  Mr. Robert Martin CHENEY   2014 - August 8 

  2443  Mrs. John Anthony GAGLIO, Sr.  2014 - April 8 

  1120*  Mr. Kenneth Parkins ROBISON  2014 - April 20 

  1693  Mrs. Herman NICKERSON, Jr.  2013 - October 5 

  1358  Mrs. Philip Wendall BERNSTORF  2013 - October 31 

  1743  Mrs. George Graden NEWBY   2013 - October 27 

  2241  Mrs. Robert Walter BRUCE   2013 - May 4 

  2361  Mrs. Charles Everett Ragsdale   2013 - May 3 

  1355  Mr. Novia James WHITE   2013 - May 11 

  0076*  Mr. Howard Francis DOLL, III  2013 - March 26 

  0438  Mr. Appleton FRYER, Sr.   2013 - June 25 

  1696  Mrs. Salvatore  CAVALLARO   2013 - June 2 

  2240  Mr. Donald Francis WINSLOW  2013 - July 2 

  1173  Mrs. John Augustine CAPESTRO  2013 - January 23 

  1465  Mrs. Henry Carroll PUSEY   2013 - January 2 

  2038  Mr. Thomas Hearne FOOKS, V  2013 - Decmber 26 

  2227  Mrs. Robert Allen TOERPE   2013 - December 24 

  2488  Mr. Trevor Joy  JOHNSON   2013 - August 3 

  2222  Dr. Ivor Lois WETHERBY   2013 - August 29 

  1254  Mrs. James Clark COCHRAN   2013 - August 16 



 

New Members 
Name       Membership #   Date Joined 

Gail Creath  2777  7-15-16 

Lynn Jacques  2776  7-15-16 

William McArdle, Jr. 2775  7-2-16 

Henry Russell III 2774  6-12-16 

Kathi Chulick  2773  5-29-16 

Clinton Soper, Jr. 2772  5-14-16 

Elizabeth Sewell 2771  5-4-16 

Mary Stuart Price 2770  4-25-16 

François Caron 2769  4-20-16 

Sharon Roberts 2768  4-8-16 

Harry Morrison Jr. 2767  4-8-16 

Jacob Wilson  2766  4-2-16 

Margaret Wilson 2765  4-2-16 

Shirley Cochran 2764  4-1-16 

Christopher Marshall 2763  3-31-16 

Suzanne Walters 2762  3-4-16 

David Kelsey Sr. 2761  3-4-16 

Millicent Cox  2760  2-8-16 

David Grinnell 2759  2-6-16 

Judth Scovronski 2758  2-6-16 

Laurie Clark  2757  12-21-15 

Mattie Stevenson 2756  12-11-15 

Gary Young  2755  12-10-15 

Richard Swift  2754  12-10-15 

Sally Cicuto  2753  12-2-15 

Sally Foy  2752  11-22-15 

Pandra Parker  2751  11-18-15 

Stacy Sundgren 2750  11-18-15 

George Eatman 2749  11-12-15 

Lydia Ozenberger 2748  11-3-15 

Martha Johnson 2747  10-26-15 

Alexander McKenney 2746  10-25-15 

Robert Jacques 2745  10-22-15 

Scott Jacques  2744  10-22-15 

Thomas Jacques 2742  10-1-15 

Effie Holder  2741  9-5-15 

Carroll McNamara 2740  9-5-15 

John Bourne  2739  8-28-15 

Robert Avery  2738  8-21-15 

Mollie London 2737  7-17-15 

Samuel Prather 2736  6-28-15 

Laura Barnard  2735  6-22-15 

Manley Inge Tingle  2734  6-17-15 

Kathleen Loftman 2733  6-16-15 

Douglas Rasmussen 2732  5-5-15 

Dorothy Powell 2731  4-8-15 

Randal Teague 2730  4-1-15 

Wesley Babbitt 2729  3-27-15 

Ann King  2728  3-24-15 

John Eastman II 2727  3-15-15 

Todd Sheerin  2726  3-13-15 

Erica Sheerin  2725  3-13-15 

Sonia Marrar  2724  3-11-15 

Walter Blair III 2723  3-9-15 

Charles Smith, Jr. 2722  3-9-15 

Susan Abanor  2721  3-7-15 

Diane Mogard  2720  3-6-15 

Bethany Harar 2 719  3-6-15 

Wilma Oldham 2718  3-2-15 

Phyliss Edmundson 2717  3-2-15 

Sheryl Rankin-Mosier 2716  2-17-15 

Thomas Chrisman 2715  1-22-15 

Shelby Ward  2714  1-22-15 

Cheryl Rios  2713  1-1-15 

Angela Hill  2712  12-31-14 

Peter Sheerin  2711  12-16-14 

Judith Creamer 2710  12-13-14 

Patricia Ann Middleton2709  12-13-14 

Patricia Sayko  2708  12-11-14 

Gary Bennett  2707  12-3-14 

Timothy Finton 2706  11-28-14 

Ivan Bennett  2705  11-25-14 

Mark Young Sr. 2704  11-21-14 

Beverly Spooner 2703  11-13-14 

Timothy Hillegass 2702  11-5-14 

Oma Gaines  2701  10-25-14 

Pamela New  2700  10-23-13 

Mary Frisch  2699  10-12-14 

Mark Hebert  2698  10-11-14 

Karla Hader  2697  10-10-14 

Artie Berry III  2696  10-6-14 

Peter Mark  2695  10-6-14 

Susan Cook, Ph.D. 2694  10-6-14 

Nancy Nakamura 2693  9-19-14 

Jo Carol Hofman 2692  9-15-14 

Madeline Alworth 2691  9-10-14 

Leslie Swanson 2690  9-3-14 

Gresham Crane 2689  8-31-14 

Stanley Buckles 2688  8-26-14 

Mary Zabel  2687  8-11-14 

Hollis Robinson 2686  8-11-14 

Robert Holcomb 2685  7-21-14 

Jeanette Keatts 2684  7-18-14 

Linda Uttenweiler 2683  7-16-14 

Dorothy Lupariello 2682  7-14-14 

Anne Anderson 2681  7-11-14 

Vicki Smith  2680  6-28-14 

Larry Blackburn, PhD 2679  6-28-14 

Priscilla Barlow 2678  6-12-14 

Roger Taylor  2677  6-12-14 

Daren Taylor  2676  6-12-14 



 

Brian Atkinson 2675  6-12-14 

Charles Poland 2674  6-11-14 

Linda Gulledge 2673  6-10-14 

Mary Hunt  2672  6-5--14 

Eleanor Ruziecki 2671  5-19-14 

Kathryn Conway 2670  5-18-14 

Tamera Mouliere 2669  4-29-14 

Robert Stevens 2668  4-25-14 

Margaret Gunn 2667  4-25-14 

Monica Pattangall 2666  3-18-14 

Rodney Hill  2665  3-17-14 

Clarissa Montz 2664  3-13-14 

Ellen Baskind  2663  3-12-14 

Lewis Taylor Cowardin 2662  2-23-14 

George Yelverton, III 2661  2-20-14 

Katherine Yelverton 2660  2-20-14 

John Idenden  2659  2-19-14 

Carrolyn Davies 2658  2-18-14 

Kathy Doddridge 2657  2-18-14 

Elizabeth Berry 2656  2-14-14 

Grace Brown  2655  2-4-14 

Michael Bates  2654  1-17-14 

Elizabeth Heise 2653  1-15-14 

Ben Jones II  2652  11-17-13 

Robert Doherty 2651  11-4-13 

Michael Garey  2650  11-2-13 

(Charlemagne’s Iron Crown continued) 
 

Italy. This is the Iron Crown, passed by the Goths to the Lombards when they invaded Italy. 

 

The crown was used in Charlemagne's coronation as King of the Lombards. 

 

The crown was in use for the coronation of the kings of Italy by the 14th century, and presumably since at 

least the 11th. The manufacture of the crown dates to the 8th or early 9th century.  Legends for the origin of 

the crown, however, date back to the Lombard era and the coronation of their kings. 

 

The clergy of Monza assert that despite the centuries that the Iron Crown has been exposed to public venera-

tion, there is not a speck of rust on the essential inner iron ring.  Lipinsky, in an examination of the Iron Crown 

in 1985, noted that the inner ring does not attract a magnet. 

 

Thirty-four coronations with the Iron Crown were counted by the historian Bartolomeo Zucchi from the 9th to 

the 17th century (beginning with Charlemagne).  

 

On May 26, 1805, Napoleon Bonaparte had himself crowned King of Italy at Milan, with suitable splendour 

and magnificence. Seated upon a throne, he was invested with the usual insignia of royalty by the Cardinal 

Archbishop of Milan, and ascending the altar, he took the iron crown, and placing it on his head, exclaimed, 

being part of the ceremony used at the enthronement of the Lombard kings, Dieu me la donne, gare à qui la 

touche – "God gives it to me, beware whoever touches it". 

 

On the occasion, Napoleon founded the Order of the Iron Crown, on June 15, 1805. After Napoleon's fall and 

the annexation of Lombardy to Austria, the order was re-instituted by the Austrian Emperor Francis I on Janu-

ary 1, 1816. 

 

The last to be crowned with the Iron Crown was Emperor Ferdinand I in his role as King of Lombardy and Ve-

netia. This occurred in Milan on September 6, 1838. 

 

After the war between Austria and Italy, when the Austrians had to withdraw from Lombardy in 1859, the Iron 

Crown was moved to Vienna, where it remained until 1866, when it was given back to Italy after the Third 

Italian War of Independence. 

New Members (continued) 

_______________________________________________________________ 



 

Next Meeting—April 20, 2017 
 

The Order of the Crown of Charlemagne in the United States of America 

will be meeting in Washington, D.C. on Thursday, April 20, 2017.   

 

Full meeting details will follow in the February 2017  mailing. 

Genealogist General 
 

The Order of the Crown of Charlemagne has a new Genealogist General 
We Welcome: Nathan W. Murphy 

 

Nathan W. Murphy, MA, Accredited Genealogist®, has worked along-

side some of the greats for the past six years as a research consultant at 

the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. A native of Clarksville, Ar-

kansas, he was raised in Kentucky, and now lives in a suburb of Salt 

Lake City with his wife Holly and daughters Lily (age 4), Megan (age 

2), and Julie (age 5 months). 

 

He holds degrees in family history and genealogy from Brigham Young 

University (BA) and English local history from the University of Leices-

ter (MA) in the United Kingdom. He holds the title Accredited Genealogist (AG) for England 

and the Mid-South United States from the International Commission for the Accreditation of 

Professional Genealogists. 

 

Nathan adheres to the Genealogical Proof Standard of the Board for Certification of Genealo-

gists when reviewing lineage applications. He enjoys studying gateway ancestors and helping 

Americans discover their English origins. He wishes to help new members construct applica-

tions that will stand the test of time and continue to be approved for generations to come. 

 

            We’re now on Facebook! 
 

 

The Order of the Crown of Charlemagne is now on Facebook.  We have two sites – one for 

members only, and one for the public.  Encourage your non-member friends and family to join 

the public site at:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/OrderoftheCrown/.  To join the members-

only site send an email with your OCC member number and request to join to: 

gbodeau@gmail.com.  We welcome your posts and participation! 

 

The main OCC webpage remains: http://www.charlemagne.org/ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/OrderoftheCrown/
mailto:gbodeau@gmail.com
http://charlemagne.org/


 

Recollections from 2016 

James Kinney, Duane Love, Mary Love, Peter 

Sheerin, Nancy Sheerin, Todd Sheerin,  

Brian White, John Harman, Jr. 

Laura Clark Howell, Charles Samuel Howell, Mr. 

& Mrs. Duane E. Love 

Grayson & Eva Harding, Laura & Erskine Ramsay  Kerry & Denise Crenshaw, Michael P. Schenk 

Charles Poland and friends Nicholas Donnell Ward, Nathan W. Murphy 



 

Recollections from 2016 

Dick & Mary Jordan, Barbara Angela Hill, Benjamin Martin David Vaino, Jaan Vaino,  

Laurie Aldinger 

Lynn Alcott Kogel, Ed Horton Barbara, Duane E. Love Barbara, Dick Jordan 

Contributions to the Order 
 

The Order of the Crown of Charlemagne in the United States of America is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 

and all gifts are fully tax deductible.  Members are encouraged to make contributions to the Order to aid the 

Order in defraying its operating costs and further the Order’s purposes.  Contributions in any amount are wel-

comed and will assist with projects such as publication of the Membership Directory and Jewels of the Crown, 

which constitute considerable expenses to the Order. 

 

If you would like to make a cash contribution, please make your check payable to OCC and send it to:  

Laurie A. Aldinger 

126 Phoebe Road 

Summerville, SC 29483 



 

Order of the Crown of Charlemagne 

in the United States  of America 

Regalia Order 
 Insignia 

 

 Large Insignia & Bar: 4.5”x 1.5” 

 Item 1 14K     $2175.00* 

 Item 2 10K     $1330.00* 

 Item 3 S/G     $ 260.00 

 

 Miniature Ribbon ½ x 2” Medal 75”x.75” 

 Item 4 14K    $ 610.00* 

 Item 5 10K    $ 430.00* 

 Item 6 S/G    $   85.00 

____________________________________________________ 

 

Lapel Pin 
 Large Lapel Pin .75" x .75" 

 Item 7 14K     $ 215.00* 

 Item 8 10K     $145.00* 

 Item 9 S/G     $ 45.00 

 

 Small Lapel Pin .5” x .5” 

 Item 10 14K     $  90.00* 

 Item 11 10K    $  65.00* 

 Item 12 S/G    $  35.00 
 

*All 10k and 14k gold prices are approximate based on current gold prices Members will have to contact Mfg. for current prices.  

 

Ship order to:  _____________________________________________________ 

  ______________________________________________________ 

  ______________________________________________________ 

Telephone No. _____________________________________________________ 
 

 Item(s) #______________ Total                    $ _________________ 

Shipping               $                           8.50   

TOTAL                               $__________________ 
Please  email request for Official Order Blank to: 

Registrar@charlemagne.org 

Include your MEMBERSHIP NUMBER 

Or Send your request to: 

Registrar General 

Order of the Crown of Charlemagne 

14115 41st Avenue North 

Plymouth, MN 55446 

 



 

 

Order of the Crown of Charlemagne in the 

United States of America 

 

PROPOSAL FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Date: ___________ 
To the Committee on membership: 
The undersigned propose for membership in the Order: 
 
(Full Name)________________________________________ 
(Maiden Name)_____________________________________ 
(Address)__________________________________________ 
City: _____________ 
  State: __ Zip: ______ Country: ____ 
Tel # ____________ Personal Email: ______________________________ 
(Occupation)______________ 
 
Who is personally known and request that a formal invitation be sent to our friend.  It is understood that upon 

acceptance of the invitation and payment of the fees, that lineage blanks will be sent to the prospective member 

on which nominees for membership will be required to present properly prepared and endorsed Lineage 

Claims showing ancestry in full details with citations from themselves to Charlemagne. 

Other Personal Recommendations 

(As Genealogical Societies, Commissions, and Honors) 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Gateway Ancestor: ____________________________________ 
Proposed by: _______________________________________________ 

Proposed by: _______________________________________________ 

Proposer Comments: _________________________________________ 

Email or Mail to: 

Registrar@charlemagne.org 

14115 41st Avenue North, Plymouth, MN 55446 



 

OCC-USA 

2016 


